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Early Settlers

Various people were instrumental in thenfiting
and prosperity of the Cane River Creole colony. fiits¢ two
are Claude Thomas Pierre Metoyer and Marie Théreze
CoinCoin but they were not the only couple whosegpny
would eventually form the Cane River Creoles.

Claude Thomas Pierre Metoyer and Marie Théréze
CoinCoin met in Natchitoches and Natchitoches ien&h
their ten children were born. It is not clear if MaThéréze
was the first to settle in that wild, untamed baywow
known as Cane River or whether she followed ottuers
there, but out on the bayou is where the origirehe€CRiver
Metoyer Creoles built their homes and raised tfaanilies.

Claude Thomas Pierre Metoyer
Claude Thomas Pierre Metoyer was born in La Roehell
France on the twelfth of March in 1744. His fatBaptiste
Nicolas Francois Metoyer was born in the parisbwDenis
de Rheims, France. The parents of Baptiste Nicolase
Jean Metoyer and Francoise Galloteau. Pierre's anatias
Marie Anne Drapron, born circa 1714. She was aveati
Chaignoller, Parish of Dompierre, in the Proventéuanis,
France. Her parents were Sieur Francois DrapronAama:
Naudin. It seems that the Metoyer's had migratethé&oport
city of La Rochelle for the purpose of immigratirig
America but only the two Metoyer sons actually didjrate.
They both arrived in New Orleans where one remained
that port city while the other, Claude Thomas Rierr
continued on to Natchitoches.



Marie Théreze CoinCoin

The parents of Marie ThérezeoinCoin were Francois
and Marie Frangoise. Frangois was a slave in thsdtoold
of Chevalier Louis Juchereau de St. Denis of N&ichies,
Louisiana. He was baptized as an adult on Decer@ber
1735. Shortly after his baptismal, a wife was fodadhim.

He and another slave named Marie Frangoise wereedar
on January 8, 1736. This couple was no doubt nbtento
Natchitoches. They possibly came from the Ewe
(pronounced EH-ooh-eh) Nation of coastal Togo insWe
Africa *. This Ewe Nation may have been the same as the
Ewe people who settled in that region between wedfth

and fourteenth centuries. This particular grouprategd into

the area from the Niger Valley and eventually weysasated
into the Gold Coast, Togo, and Dahomey. The diapoken

by this group was called Glidzi.

It should be noted that Dahomey is the only govemm
of the west coast to give its people an idea ofr thation's
past, no doubt the aim being to maintain their grahd
identity. If CoinCoin's parents were from this @gi they
certainly instilled a pride and identity into theecond born
daughter, and she ultimately passed that on toyever
generation since.

The couple both died on the same day April 18, 1758
from an epidemic. Yellow fever was prevalent att thae.
Their names and the names given to their childvesre
given to them by the French, but with their ingis& on
using names from their homeland, some of their oames
have been preserved. It is the French custom afigusi
nicknames or dits/dites. Perhaps this is why thenéhn
allowed the couple to use other than baptismal safoe
their children. Without these tribal names the iorigf this
couple could never have been traced and CoinCoud-o
Couan/Quoin-quin is one of these name$he surname of
this first couple, CoinCoin's parents, is not known



Marie Théréze CoinCoin was baptized on August 24,
1742. She died sometime around 1816. After beiftgole
her own with her children, this remarkable womargéa a
place for herself in what is now known as the CRiner
community.

Pierre and CoinCoin were forced to separate under
pressure from the church. He then married anotharieV
Théréze, the widow of his friend and fellow counign
Etienne Pavie. Together they had three childrenos&h
Metoyer children had not only acknowledged theixedi
blooded half siblings, but they engaged in busirtsaing
together. Before leaving CoinCoin, Metoyer gave dsmall
track of land and an annuity. With his help, shplieg for
land grants from the French, Spanish or American
governments, whichever was in control at the tirSae
probably owned about 13,000 acres at one time. yéeto
helped her and their children ship their bargesN&w
Orleans, products of cotton, indigo, bear grease hades’.

Claude Thomas Pierre Metoyer died on September 30,
1815 and is buried, beside his second wife Mariérdie
Buard, in the American Cemetery. Sometimes calles t
Second Street Cemetery, it is the oldest cemetary i
Natchitoches. The report listing his death sayse)(.died of
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fever” , no doubt Yellow Fever. The burial site of Marie
Théréze CoinCoin has apparently been lost.

It was often wondered what would attract a young
merchant, man of the world to a woman two yearsséisor
who was not only already twenty-five at their megtbut the
mother of four children. Certainly in the 1700s lgawas
fleeting. Did she have some special status thatidvowake
her more attractive to the young Frenchman?

The third child of Claude Thomas Pierre Metoyer and
CoinCoin was Louis. His granddaughter Marie Rosé¢oykr
married Jean Baptiste Balthazar Monet and this setem
represent the introduction of the Balthazar nante the
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Cane River Creole community. Balthazar Monet'’s driaih

apparently shortened the surname to just Balth&sdthazar
is a very ancient name indeed. It is not only foumdhe

bible, but is also found in many areas of the wantticating

its ancient origins. The name Balthazar appeammany of

Shakespeare’s “ltalian” based plays. It also agpé&arthe

novel Ben-Hur: A Tale of the Christ’lras, the daughter of
Balthasar, sends me with salutations and a meSsagel a

servant to Ben Hur, who was taking his ease intéms.

‘Give me the message.’ ‘Would it please you to ageany

her upon the lake?’ ‘I will carry the answer mysdléll her

s0.” His shoes were brought to him, and in a fewmutas

Ben-Hur sailed out to find the fair Egyptiah”

Portrait by J. Feuille, 1836
Nicolas Augustin Metoyer (1768-1856)
pointing to St. Augustine Catholic Church



First born son of Marie Théréze CoinCoin and Clalittemas Pierre
Metoyer.

Below is a copy of the manumission of Marie Théreze
Coincoin. It appears to be a transcription from theench
but the transcriber is not identified. It is partf dhe
collection at the Cammie Henry Research Centerhat t
Watson Library of Northwestern State University.eTh
transcriber might indeed be Miss Cammie, Cammierjden
herself.

It is unclear what the numbers listed at the begigrof
the document represent. Following the transcripi®a note
from Francois. This might have been Francois Mighon

“1795 2596
Marie Théréze Coincoin f.w.c [free woman of coldd
Marie Louise Coincoir-Manumission.

To-day, the 28 day of the month of January of the year
seventeen ninety-five, before me, Louis Charles Blemn,
Captain of the Infantry of the King's Army, Civilnd
Military Commander of the Post of Natchitoches and
(dependence) environs (?), Notary and Public Seeren
said district carrying out in the functions, apmehMarie
Thereze Coinquoin, free negress, living in thistpego
declares and proclaims (par du presentee) of hex and
own volition, without any restraint and on her owalition,

is giving and granting freedom to Marie Louise, lstave
and her daughter, whom she has accepted (?) (Bjught
(French: accheptee) from Pierre Dolet, through gatench
illegible...en ce Greffe), so that from this day exddor the
future she may enjoy peacefully said freedom, waiththe
privileges granted to unmarried freedwomen.

Francois,



It is here that Mrs. H. mentioned that she hadttp.sl
guote from her notation: ‘There is more to thikat to stop
at 5 P.M., but | believe Marie Thereze Coincointle
mother of Marie Louise Coincoin. What do you think?

Refer son esclave et sa fille. | didn’t understtme“son”
since esclave is both masculine and feminine. Whylev
they use “son” in one place and “sa” with fille.né& of
guote. This is an easy thing to explain to Mrs. H.

Strange, is it not, that Marie Théreze, a free aorof
color, had a daughter in bondage. Would this intdi¢hat
she had this child before her own manumission?”

Carroll Jones
Another very prominent name on Cane River was @arro
Jones. John Carroll Jones came from Sumner County,
Tennessee at age seven. His parents were Matthms aod
Kersaia, the only name that survives. “Carroll ¥one
reportedly came to Cotile from Sumner County, Tesee

with Matthew Jenkins Jones”“Matthew brought this young
seven year old with his other slaves in 18§2lh another

qguote there is mention of their “children of theckygard” 9.
Matthew Jones was no doubt Caucasian. Kersaia igtas |
as a slave. Her racial origins can only be surmiaad could
be African, Indian, or some mixture. “Carroll was
emancipated in 1851 [andl]ohe located on a 40-addiriy in

the Clifton community” . He was a farmer, trader,
speculator, and owner of racehorses. He sold his and
other produce to horsemen passing through to Tasawell

as soldiers during the Civil War. In the 1860 cexmshis
property was valued at $13,000. During the Civil n'Wa
Carroll Jones’ place was mentioned several times in
correspondence between officers as a good plaseopo It
has been noted that he was married in 1844 bué tfrex®rds
were lost to a fire in the Rapides Parish courthptisurned
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by Federal troops in 1864". It has also been reported that
there was a child named Lysa, born circa 1843 hén St.
Augustine baptism records there are several erftsre&pril
23, 1871. There is an entry for Catherine Cliftboyn in
1829, baptized as an adult. The next entry is fariél
Florentine born anno (no year listed), Lysa, bb8&43, of
Carroll Jones and Catherine Clifton, Henri, (Lasrunclear)
born 1856, and Jeremiah Neal of Ananais Neal andd.a

Jones. These entries are together in one entry1 2b(ﬁ)(ther
records indicate that John Carroll Jones and Gather
Clifton were married about 1856. This might be a re
marriage performed in the Catholic Church sinceh@ante
Clifton was raised in a Baptist community. The cdetg
story seems lost. Recent evidence has come to light

indicating that the child Lysa was the sister ofrGlh Jones
13

In 1869 Carroll Jones bought a plantation and 1#&66s
of land on Cane River. He was also the owner daatation
four miles down the river and shortly after hisial he
increased his land holdings to 1,500 acres. He wel
known for his fine stable of racehorses, includimg famous
racehorse Creole Jim.

Carroll Jones married Catherine Clifton who was a
member of the Choctaw community in Rapides Parish.
Together they had sixteen children and it is thecdedants
of these children that constitute the present GRimer Jones
family. Many of the other Creole families marrigtta the
Jones line so that today one can hardly pointrieember of
the community and say, “Well, he’s a Jones descadhda
without mentioning the other branches.

The material below is about this remarkable mare Th
first is a newspaper article whose author as welli@e and
location of publication were not recorded. Williddelphin,

a member of the Cane River Creole community anouain,



sent it to the author. The second article, writtgrDr. Patsy
Barber, originally appeared ithe Natchitoches Genealogist
April 1984 issue.

Two Centuries Along The River: Not-So-Typical Succss
Story 1
Elizabeth and Gary Mills

It was a black-or-white world into which Carroll ks
was born; but he refused to accept either labelvds a
society that set up rigid rules of conduct to safearaces, but
Jones was a man who bent those rules—and did koswih
quite force and grace that others gladly helped him

At his birth, fate assigned to this American a damgnd
clear-cut role in society, but he refused to accépt
Throughout his life, Carroll Jones wrote his owrersario
and played his role the way he saw it. He won sgce
fortune and public acclaim, and he opened new dsnes
in interracial respect. With his passing the wanias a little
richer in human understanding and a little poowar the
example it had lost.

Carroll was born into slavery at Sumner County, nien
on the fourth day of April 1815. Although his whitather
freed him, his world held little promise of a bettde.
Carroll belonged to that class of free nonwhitesyiciv
Tennessee law defined as “a degraded race.” Eductdr
the poor freedman was an almost impossible dream.
Economic opportunities were restricted by law.

By early manhood, Jones had migrated to the more
tolerant state of Louisiana and established himsdRapides
Parish. He was a skillful jockey—indeed, his repiotahad
grown even faster than he had. The fruits of Hi®ia were
invested in livestock trade, and he proved to beveam more
adept businessman. As his fortunes grew, Carrefisted in
land and race horses. By the time the Civil Waptad he



was numbered among the leading planters of theipaaind
his stable of thoroughbreds was renowed [sic] ar\aide.

Like the majority of Southern planters, Jones suiggb
the Confederate cause, financially as well as roralke
most Southern planters, he was destroyed by the Mgre
was no market for the crops he produced, and
investments in human labor was wiped out. His pléon
near Burr's Ferry on the old Opelousas-Fort Jessilipary
road was a convenient spot for Union headquaréerd,the
Federal troops stripped clean his stables and hsiases,
corncribs and chicken coops, and his family dwgllin

Undaunted by fate or by his increasing years, Jbegan
anew. With extreme frugality in his lifestyle, heilb another
stake. In 1869 he moved again—this time to CanemRiv
the parish of Natchitoches. Plantation after pkamtaalong
the Cane were being lost to taxes in those learsyear sold
by their hard-pressed owners. With an expert epaes
appraised the offerings and selected 1,200 acseterididly
situated” on a ridge that stood above overflow.

his

As old age creep upon him his fortunes—and his

plantation—continued to expand. His home was ths e
many a poorer man. Large and commodious, 130deegthy
80 feet wide, this handsome, two-storied plantatiwemnor
overlooked the enchanting Cane. By 1890, the Jestxe
was being described as “one of the most beautduhty
seats in the parish.”

Yet, the greatest achievement that Carroll Jonekedan

his long and fruitful life was not the fortunes deumulated.

Rather, it was respect that he demanded, and eainoeal

the men who had not been raised to give such respec

those of his racial origins. Staunch supporterswiite
supremacy gave ground when they discussed Caonds]
and freely acknowledged his abilities. Leaders ofiikiana
society and politics were his frequent companions
business activities and gentlemanly sports. His énamas



open to all his friends, and his hospitality wagularly
accepted and highly praised. As he traveled througkthe
country, white associates insisted that he be gdant
accommodations equal to their own. Alexandria’ses$in
hotel regularly provided him a room in the secti@guented
by Louisiana governors.

Public acclaim long has survived this self-made nhéia
financial enterprises still are recalled with unthished
respect, and history gives tribute to the strengthhis
character. Contemporary works have described hinarmas
honorable man, a coutley [sic] Chesterfield, arlbeupright

Post Civil War Home of Carroll Jones
The Robieu-Flanner-Jones Plantation as it appeaired 1820-
1835. Built before 1836 by Julien Rachal, Jr.,sitdescribed as
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