
Chapter I 
 
 

Early Settlers 
 

Various   people   were instrumental   in   the founding 
and prosperity of the Cane River Creole colony. The first two 
are Claude Thomas Pierre Metoyer and Marie Thérèze 
CoinCoin but they were not the only couple whose progeny 
would eventually form the Cane River Creoles.  

Claude Thomas Pierre Metoyer and Marie Thérèze 
CoinCoin met in Natchitoches and Natchitoches is where 
their ten children were born. It is not clear if Marie Thérèze 
was the first to settle in that wild, untamed bayou now 
known as Cane River or whether she followed others out 
there, but out on the bayou is where the original Cane River 
Metoyer Creoles built their homes and raised their families. 

 

Claude Thomas Pierre Metoyer 
Claude Thomas Pierre Metoyer was born in La Rochelle, 

France on the twelfth of March in 1744. His father Baptiste 
Nicolas François Metoyer was born in the parish of St. Denis 
de Rheims, France. The parents of Baptiste Nicolas were 
Jean Metoyer and Françoise Galloteau. Pierre's mother was 
Marie Anne Drapron, born circa 1714. She was a native of 
Chaignoller, Parish of Dompierre, in the Provence of Aunis, 
France. Her parents were Sieur François Drapron and Anne 
Naudin. It seems that the Metoyer’s had migrated to the port 
city of La Rochelle for the purpose of immigrating to 
America but only the two Metoyer sons actually did migrate. 
They both arrived in New Orleans where one remained in 
that port city while the other, Claude Thomas Pierre, 
continued on to Natchitoches. 
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Marie Thérèze CoinCoin 
The parents of Marie Thérèze CoinCoin were François 

and Marie Françoise. François was a slave in the household 
of Chevalier Louis Juchereau de St. Denis of Natchitoches, 
Louisiana. He was baptized as an adult on December 26, 
1735. Shortly after his baptismal, a wife was found for him. 
He and another slave named Marie Françoise were married 
on January 8, 1736. This couple was no doubt not native to 
Natchitoches. They possibly came from the Ewe 
(pronounced EH-ooh-eh) Nation of coastal Togo in West 
Africa 1. This Ewe Nation may have been the same as the 
Ewe people who settled in that region between the twelfth 
and fourteenth centuries. This particular group migrated into 
the area from the Niger Valley and eventually was separated 
into the Gold Coast, Togo, and Dahomey. The dialect spoken 
by this group was called Glidzi. 

It should be noted that Dahomey is the only government 
of the west coast to give its people an idea of their nation's 
past, no doubt the aim being to maintain their pride and 
identity. If CoinCoin's parents were from this region, they 
certainly instilled a pride and identity into their second born 
daughter, and she ultimately passed that on to every 
generation since. 

The couple both died on the same day April 18, 1758, 
from an epidemic. Yellow fever was prevalent at that time. 
Their names and the names given to their children, were 
given to them by the French, but with their insistence on 
using names from their homeland, some of their own names 
have been preserved. It is the French custom of using 
nicknames or dits/dites. Perhaps this is why the French 
allowed the couple to use other than baptismal names for 
their children. Without these tribal names the origin of this 
couple could never have been traced and CoinCoin/Couan-
Couan/Quoin-quin is one of these names 2. The surname of 
this first couple, CoinCoin's parents, is not known.  
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Marie Thérèze CoinCoin was baptized on August 24, 
1742. She died sometime around 1816. After being left on 
her own with her children, this remarkable woman forged a 
place for herself in what is now known as the Cane River 
community. 

Pierre and CoinCoin were forced to separate under 
pressure from the church. He then married another Marie 
Thérèze, the widow of his friend and fellow countryman 
Étienne Pavie. Together they had three children. Those 
Metoyer children had not only acknowledged their mixed 
blooded half siblings, but they engaged in business dealing 
together. Before leaving CoinCoin, Metoyer gave her a small 
track of land and an annuity. With his help, she applied for 
land grants from the French, Spanish or American 
governments, whichever was in control at the time. She 
probably owned about 13,000 acres at one time. Metoyer 
helped her and their children ship their barges to New 
Orleans, products of cotton, indigo, bear grease, and hides 3. 

Claude Thomas Pierre Metoyer died on September 30, 
1815 and is buried, beside his second wife Marie Thérèze 
Buard, in the American Cemetery. Sometimes called the 
Second Street Cemetery, it is the oldest cemetery in 
Natchitoches. The report listing his death says, “(he)...died of 

fever” 
4
, no doubt Yellow Fever. The burial site of Marie 

Thérèze CoinCoin has apparently been lost.  
It was often wondered what would attract a young 

merchant, man of the world to a woman two years his senior 
who was not only already twenty-five at their meeting but the 
mother of four children. Certainly in the 1700s beauty was 
fleeting. Did she have some special status that would make 
her more attractive to the young Frenchman? 

The third child of Claude Thomas Pierre Metoyer and 
CoinCoin was Louis. His granddaughter Marie Rose Metoyer 
married Jean Baptiste Balthazar Monet and this seems to 
represent the introduction of the Balthazar name into the 
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Cane River Creole community. Balthazar Monet’s children 
apparently shortened the surname to just Balthazar. Balthazar 
is a very ancient name indeed. It is not only found in the 
bible, but is also found in many areas of the world indicating 
its ancient origins. The name Balthazar appears in many of 
Shakespeare’s “Italian” based plays. It also appears in the 
novel Ben-Hur: A Tale of the Christ. “’Iras, the daughter of 
Balthasar, sends me with salutations and a message,’” said a 
servant to Ben Hur, who was taking his ease in the tent. 
‘Give me the message.’ ‘Would it please you to accompany 
her upon the lake?’ ‘I will carry the answer myself. Tell her 
so.’ His shoes were brought to him, and in a few minutes 
Ben-Hur sailed out to find the fair Egyptian” 5. 

 

 
Portrait by J. Feuille, 1836 

Nicolas Augustin Metoyer (1768-1856) 

pointing to St. Augustine Catholic Church 
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First born son of Marie Thérèze CoinCoin and Claude Thomas Pierre 
Metoyer. 

 

Below is a copy of the manumission of Marie Thérèze 
Coincoin. It appears to be a transcription from the French 
but the transcriber is not identified. It is part of the 
collection at the Cammie Henry Research Center at the 
Watson Library of Northwestern State University. The 
transcriber might indeed be Miss Cammie, Cammie Henry 
herself.  

It is unclear what the numbers listed at the beginning of 
the document represent. Following the transcription is a note 
from François. This might have been François Mignon 6.  

 

“1795               2596 
Marie Thérèze Coincoin f.w.c [free woman of color] to 
Marie Louise Coincoin―Manumission. 
 

To-day, the 29th day of the month of January of the year 
seventeen ninety-five, before me, Louis Charles De Blan, 
Captain of the Infantry of the King’s Army, Civil and 
Military Commander of the Post of Natchitoches and 
(dependence) environs (?), Notary and Public Scrivener in 
said district carrying out in the functions, appeared Marie 
Thereze Coinquoin, free negress, living in this post, who 
declares and proclaims (par du presentee) of her pure and 
own volition, without any restraint and on her own volition, 
is giving and granting freedom to Marie Louise, her slave 
and her daughter, whom she has accepted (?) (bought?) 
(French: accheptee) from Pierre Dolet, through sale (French 
illegible…en ce Greffe), so that from this day on and for the 
future she may enjoy peacefully said freedom, with all the 
privileges granted to unmarried freedwomen.  

_____________________________________________________________________ 

François, 
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It is here that Mrs. H. mentioned that she had to stop. I 
quote from her notation: ‘There is more to this. I had to stop 
at 5 P.M., but I believe Marie Thereze Coincoin is the 
mother of Marie Louise Coincoin. What do you think? 

Refer son esclave et sa fille. I didn’t understand the “son” 
since esclave is both masculine and feminine. Why would 
they use “son” in one place and “sa” with fille.’ End of 
quote. This is an easy thing to explain to Mrs. H. 
 Strange, is it not, that Marie Thérèze, a free woman of 
color, had a daughter in bondage. Would this indicate that 
she had this child before her own manumission?” 
 

Carroll Jones 
Another very prominent name on Cane River was Carroll 

Jones. John Carroll Jones came from Sumner County, 
Tennessee at age seven. His parents were Matthew Jones and 
Kersaia, the only name that survives. “Carroll Jones 
reportedly came to Cotile from Sumner County, Tennessee 

with Matthew Jenkins Jones” 
7
. “Matthew brought this young 

seven year old with his other slaves in 1822” 
8
.
 
In another 

quote there is mention of their “children of the backyard” 
9
. 

Matthew Jones was no doubt Caucasian. Kersaia was listed 
as a slave. Her racial origins can only be surmised, and could 
be African, Indian, or some mixture. “Carroll was 
emancipated in 1851 [and] he located on a 40-acre holding in 

the Clifton community” 
10

. He was a farmer, trader, 
speculator, and owner of racehorses. He sold his corn and 
other produce to horsemen passing through to Texas, as well 
as soldiers during the Civil War. In the 1860 census, his 
property was valued at $13,000. During the Civil War, 
Carroll Jones’ place was mentioned several times in 
correspondence between officers as a good place to stop. It 
has been noted that he was married in 1844 but those records 
were lost to a fire in the Rapides Parish courthouse, “burned 
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by Federal troops in 1864” 
11

. It has also been reported that 
there was a child named Lysa, born circa 1843. In the St. 
Augustine baptism records there are several entries for April 
23, 1871. There is an entry for Catherine Clifton, born in 
1829, baptized as an adult. The next entry is for Marie 
Florentine born anno  (no year listed), Lysa, born 1843, of 
Carroll Jones and Catherine Clifton, Henri, (Latin is unclear) 
born 1856, and Jeremiah Neal of Ananais Neal and Laura 

Jones. These entries are together in one entry box 
12

. Other 
records indicate that John Carroll Jones and Catherine 
Clifton were married about 1856. This might be a re-
marriage performed in the Catholic Church since Catherine 
Clifton was raised in a Baptist community. The complete 
story seems lost. Recent evidence has come to light 
indicating that the child Lysa was the sister of Carroll Jones 
13

. 
In 1869 Carroll Jones bought a plantation and 1,200 acres 

of land on Cane River. He was also the owner of a plantation 
four miles down the river and shortly after his arrival he 
increased his land holdings to 1,500 acres. He was well 
known for his fine stable of racehorses, including the famous 
racehorse Creole Jim.  

Carroll Jones married Catherine Clifton who was a 
member of the Choctaw community in Rapides Parish. 
Together they had sixteen children and it is the descendants 
of these children that constitute the present Cane River Jones 
family. Many of the other Creole families married into the 
Jones line so that today one can hardly point to a member of 
the community and say, “Well, he’s a Jones descendant”, 
without mentioning the other branches.  

The material below is about this remarkable man. The 
first is a newspaper article whose author as well as date and 
location of publication were not recorded. William Delphin, 
a member of the Cane River Creole community and a cousin, 
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sent it to the author. The second article, written by Dr. Patsy 
Barber, originally appeared in The Natchitoches Genealogist, 
April 1984 issue. 

 

Two Centuries Along The River: Not-So-Typical Success 
Story 14 

Elizabeth and Gary Mills 
It was a black-or-white world into which Carroll Jones 

was born; but he refused to accept either label. It was a 
society that set up rigid rules of conduct to separate races, but 
Jones was a man who bent those rules—and did so with such 
quite force and grace that others gladly helped him. 

At his birth, fate assigned to this American a simple and 
clear-cut role in society, but he refused to accept it. 
Throughout his life, Carroll Jones wrote his own scenario 
and played his role the way he saw it. He won success, 
fortune and public acclaim, and he opened new dimensions 
in interracial respect. With his passing the world was a little 
richer in human understanding and a little poorer for the 
example it had lost. 

Carroll was born into slavery at Sumner County, Tenn., 
on the fourth day of April 1815. Although his white father 
freed him, his world held little promise of a better life. 
Carroll belonged to that class of free nonwhites, which 
Tennessee law defined as “a degraded race.” Education for 
the poor freedman was an almost impossible dream. 
Economic opportunities were restricted by law. 

By early manhood, Jones had migrated to the more 
tolerant state of Louisiana and established himself in Rapides 
Parish. He was a skillful jockey—indeed, his reputation had 
grown even faster than he had. The fruits of his labors were 
invested in livestock trade, and he proved to be an even more 
adept businessman. As his fortunes grew, Carroll invested in 
land and race horses. By the time the Civil War erupted he 
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was numbered among the leading planters of the parish, and 
his stable of thoroughbreds was renowed [sic] far and wide. 

Like the majority of Southern planters, Jones supported 
the Confederate cause, financially as well as morally. Like 
most Southern planters, he was destroyed by the war. There 
was no market for the crops he produced, and his 
investments in human labor was wiped out. His plantation 
near Burr’s Ferry on the old Opelousas-Fort Jessup military 
road was a convenient spot for Union headquarters, and the 
Federal troops stripped clean his stables and storehouses, 
corncribs and chicken coops, and his family dwelling. 

Undaunted by fate or by his increasing years, Jones began 
anew. With extreme frugality in his lifestyle, he built another 
stake. In 1869 he moved again—this time to Cane River in 
the parish of Natchitoches. Plantation after plantation along 
the Cane were being lost to taxes in those lean years—or sold 
by their hard-pressed owners. With an expert eye, Jones 
appraised the offerings and selected 1,200 acres, “splendidly 
situated” on a ridge that stood above overflow. 

As old age creep upon him his fortunes—and his 
plantation—continued to expand. His home was the envy of 
many a poorer man. Large and commodious, 130 feet long by 
80 feet wide, this handsome, two-storied plantation manor 
overlooked the enchanting Cane. By 1890, the Jones estate 
was being described as “one of the most beautiful country 
seats in the parish.” 

Yet, the greatest achievement that Carroll Jones marked in 
his long and fruitful life was not the fortunes he accumulated. 
Rather, it was respect that he demanded, and earned, from 
the men who had not been raised to give such respect to 
those of his racial origins. Staunch supporters of white 
supremacy gave ground when they discussed Carroll Jones, 
and freely acknowledged his abilities. Leaders of Louisiana 
society and politics were his frequent companions in 
business activities and gentlemanly sports. His home was 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 

open to all his friends, and his hospitality was regularly 
accepted and highly praised. As he traveled throughout the 
country, white associates insisted that he be granted 
accommodations equal to their own. Alexandria’s finest 
hotel regularly provided him a room in the section frequented 
by Louisiana governors.  

Public acclaim long has survived this self-made man. His 
financial enterprises still are recalled with undiminished 
respect, and history gives tribute to the strength of his 
character. Contemporary works have described him as an 
honorable man, a coutley [sic] Chesterfield, a liberal, upright  

 

 
Post Civil War Home of Carroll Jones 

The Robieu-Flanner-Jones Plantation as it appeared circa 1820-
1835. Built before 1836 by Julien Rachal, Jr., it is described as 


